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CONFIDENTIAL AMMAN 5109 

E.O. 11652 GDS 
TAGS: MASS PFOR US JO 

SUBJECT: JORDANIAN NEWS MEDIA RENEWS BLITZ ON US ARMS 
SALE DEBATE 

REF: AMMAN 4997 

1. AFTER PERIOD OF COMPARATIVE QUIET, JORDANIAN GOVERNMENT 
THROUGH PRESS AND RADIO HAS RENEWED ITS ATTACKS ON "ZIONISTS 
CONGRESSMEN WHO SUPPORT CURRENT MOVES TO LIMITED ARMS SALE TO 
JORDAN. IN BLITZ REMINISCENT OF PUBLICITY SURROUNDING KING'S 
JULY 23 INTERVIEW (REFTEL) AMMAN NEWS MEDIA JULY 27 AND 28 
HAVE GIVEN WIDE COVERAGE TO LENGTHY ANNOUNCEMENT BY PM RIFIA 
THAT GOJ CABINET HAS REVIEWED CIRCUMSTANCES OF MISSILE DEBATE 
AND GIVES FULL SUPPORT KING HUSSEIN'S "BRAVE NATIONAL 
STAND" ON SUBJECT (FBIS JN271947Y) CABINET SAID RIFAI 
"STRONGLY DENOUNCES" GROUP OF ANTI SALE CONGRESSMEN FOR ITS 
"BLATANT BIAS" IN FAVOR OF ISRAEL. AT SAME TIME CABINET 
EXPRESSEC ITS APPRECIATION TO SUPPORTERS IN CONGRESS OF 
"JORDANIAN AND ARAB CAUSE" NOTING THAT THESE SUPPORTERS 
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ATTEMPTS TO PUT ISRAEL'S INTERESTS ABOVE THOSE OF US 
RIFAI CHARACTERIZED SITUATION AS "OPEN 
CONFLICT BETWEEN AN ADMINISTRATION REPRESENTING THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE, THEIR WILL AND THEIR DESIRES AND A 
GROUP REPRESENTING THE DIESIRES AND WILL OF ISRAEL. " IN 
INTERVIEW ACCOMPANYING STATEMENT, RIFAI ADDED THAT RUNG 
HUSSEIN HAD INFORMED USG "IN WRITING" THAT HE INTENDS TO 
SECURE ARMS FOR JORDAN FROM ANY SOURCE. 

COMMENT: ALTHOUGH KING'S JULY 23 "WARNING TO 
CONGRESS THAT HE WOULD SEEK ALTERNATIVE ARMS SOURCES IF 
NECESSARY WAS THEN REGARDED BY MOANY JORDANIANS CYNICS AS 
MERELY POLITICAL PLOY TO GARNER DOMESTIC SUPPORT FOR 
DOUBTERS CAN NOW BE FOUND. PUBLICITY GIVEN KING'S STAND 
BY PRESS AND RADIO IN OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES IN ADDITION 
TO BLANKET COVERATE IN JORDA HAS TURNED THE CORNER AND 
IT SEEMS CLEAR THAT KIBG IS NOW IN A PUBLIC POSITION FROM 
WHICH HE CANNOT RETREAT WITHOUT SERIOUS LOSS. IT IS ALSO 
CLEAR THAT IN CABINET ACTION, RIFAI HAS SAOUGHT TO CONFIRM 
ON THE RECORD AND PUBLICLY WHAT KING HAS BEEN TELLING US 
PRIVATELY SO THAT THERE WILL BE NOT POSSIBLE MISINTERPRETA- 
TION OF HIS STAND IN US IN JORDAN AMOUNG HIS ARAB 
FRIENDS AND IN ISRAEL. 
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